Nurturing a Language in the Golden Age: A Harvest of
Science or an lllusion of Fluency?
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In the national education sphere, the issue of making
English a compulsory subject in elementary schools
has become a crucial topic. This policy, regulated by
Ministerial Decree No. 12 of 2024, marks a progressive
step by the government to prepare the younger
generation for global challenges. This opinion aims to
analyze the urgency of this policy from an academic
perspective, identify its implementation challenges, and
offer strategic recommendations based on language
education theories and research.

The Theoretical Foundation: The Golden Window for
Language Learning

The decision to introduce English in elementary schools
aligns with established psycholinguistic principles. The
Critical Period Hypothesis, proposed by Eric
Lenneberg, serves as a primary foundation. This theory
asserts that there is an optimal “window of time" during
childhood, before puberty, when the brain has high
plasticity for language acquisition. In this phase,
children can absorb the phonology (sounds) and syntax
(structure) of a foreign language more intuitively and
naturally, contributing to better accent and fluency.

Furthermore, Stephen Krashen's Input and Output
Hypothesis is also relevant. This policy will
significantly increase comprehensible input for
students, provided that learning materials are
designed to be engaging and interactive, not merely
theoretical. Subsequently, classroom activities that
encourage students to practice the language
(through conversations or games) will facilitate
meaningful  output, which is essential for
strengthening comprehension and language skills.

Implementation Challenges: The Gap Between
Vision and Reality

Despite having a strong theoretical foundation, the
implementation of this policy faces significant
challenges, primarily centered on the readiness of
human  resources. Research from  various
institutions, including the EF English Proficiency
Index (EF EPI), consistently shows that the English
proficiency of Indonesians remains at a low level,
which is directly linked to the quality of teaching.

The main challenges that need to be addressed
are:
1.Teacher Competency: Most elementary school
teachers lack qualifications or an educational
background in English. Expecting them to teach
without adequate training risks lowering the
quality of learning.
2.Disparity in Quality Across Regions: The
availability of competent teachers and
infrastructure is not evenly distributed across
Indonesia. Schools in major cities may be more
prepared, while those in remote areas will face
significant constraints.
3.Teaching Methodology: If the teaching continues
to focus on memorizing grammar rather than on
communication skills, the policy’'s goal of
creating a fluent generation of English speakers
will not be achieved.
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Strategic Recommendations: Concrete Steps
Towards Success
To bridge the gap between vision and reality, the
writer recommends several strategic steps:
1.Teacher Training and Development: The
government should launch a massive training
program specifically designed for elementary
school teachers, with a focus on Communicative
Language Teaching methodology. This program
should cover the teachers’ own language
proficiency improvement, as well as strategies
for teaching through storytelling, songs, and
games.
2.Competency-Based Curriculum: The curriculum
should be designed to encourage oral interaction
and listening skills. Assessments should not only

By adopting these steps, the policy of making
English a compulsory subject in elementary schools
can become a sound strategic investment, not only

be written tests but also performance-based in strengthening children’s linguistic abilities but also
evaluations that measure students’ speaking and in fundamentally shaping Indonesia’s human
interaction abilities. resources to be globally competitive in the future.

3.Cross-Institutional Collaboration: There needs to
be collaboration between the government
(Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education)
and professional associations like ours (APSPBI),
higher education institutions, and private
organizations (e.g., the British Council, Regional
English Language Office U.S. Embassy) to
ensure that training programs and material
development are effective.

4.Limited Pilot Projects: Policy implementation
should begin with pilot projects in several
representative schools to identify practical
obstacles and refine the implementation
framework before a nationwide rollout.
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Elevating ELT Excellence: APSPBI and English Education
Study Programs Nationwide Ratify Landmark MoA on

Tridharma Collaboration
September 29, 2025 - News
BALI, APSPBI Official Portal

In a decisive stride toward elevating the standards
of English Language Teaching (ELT) and fostering
robust institutional synergy in Indonesia, the English
Language Education Study Programs Associations
(Asosiasi Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris —
APSPBI) has officially ratified a nationwide
Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) with English
Education (PBI) and Tadris English (TBI) study
programs across the archipelago. This landmark
agreement establishes a comprehensive framework
for strategic cooperation intended to catalyze
academic growth and institutional excellence over
the next three years (2025-2027).

The accord was formally executed by Dr. Ummi
Khaerati Syam, S.Pd., M.Pd., the President of
APSPBI, whose central secretariat is stationed at the
Faculty of Teacher Training and Education,
Universitas Muhammadiyah Makassar. The
agreement serves as a mutual covenant among
department heads to collectively leverage academic
competencies and resources for the holistic
advancement of both faculty members and
students.

A Tripartite Framework: Anchored on the Pillars of
Higher Education

The collaborative matrix of the MoA is structurally
anchored upon the three fundamental pillars of
Indonesian higher education (Tridharma Perguruan
Tinggi), operationalized through several strategic
initiatives:

1. Enhancement of Educational Quality and
Academic Mobility

The agreement mandates a concerted effort toward
cooperative curriculum development, ensuring that
instructional designs across member institutions
remain responsive to contemporary pedagogical
shifts and technological innovations. To enrich
scholarly perspectives within the classroom, the
framework facilitates cross-institutional academic
mobility through:

e Visiting Lectureships: Enabling faculty members
to share specialized expertise across
universities.

e Student Exchanges and Joint Courses: Providing
students with diversified, inclusive, and
competitive learning environments.

e Professional Development: Exchanging
pedagogical best practices and organizing
academic competitions to nurture student
excellence and professional resilience.

2. Collaborative Research and Knowledge

Dissemination

To cultivate a rigorous research culture within the

Indonesian ELT community, the signatory institutions

are committed to expanding the boundaries of

applied linguistics and education through:

e Joint Research Enterprises: Initiating
collaborative research projects at both national
and international echelons.

e Scholarly Publications: Prioritizing high-impact
publications in reputable peer-reviewed journals
and fostering academic integrity through
reciprocal  peer-reviewing (mitra  bestari)
services.

e Dissemination Platforms: Organizing dynamic
academic discourse spaces, including symposia,
webinar series, workshops, and joint book-
chapter (bunga rampai) publications.
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3. Strategic Community Engagement (Pengabdian
kepada Masyarakat)

The final pillar translates theoretical and empirical
advancements into actionable community outreach.
Through collaborative social interventions,
specialized professional training for inservice
teachers, and digital literacy campaigns, the
partnership aims to bridge the gap between
academic research and societal development,
yielding measurable, sustainable impacts on local
communities.

Solidarity Across the Archipelago

This nationwide pact brings together a vast and

highly integrated network of higher education

institutions under the aegis of APSPBI. The

collective commitment is reinforced by the active

endorsement of numerous prominent state and

private universities across Indonesia, including:

e Universitas Negeri Yogyakarta

e Universitas Terbuka

e Universitas Kristen Indonesia

e Universitas Darussalam Gontor

e Universitas Esa Unggul

¢ UIN Walisongo Semarang

e UIN Raden Mas Said Surakarta

e Universitas Ahmad Dahlan

e Universitas Bengkulu

e Universitas Jambi, among dozens of other
distinguished member institutions.
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A Vision for Global Competitiveness

Through this highly structural framework, APSPBI
aims to standardize and elevate the quality
benchmarks of English education graduates in
Indonesia, preparing them to be highly adaptive,
ethically grounded, and globally competitive. The
immediate implementation of the programs outlined
in this MoA is expected to accelerate institutional
accreditation and mark a transformative epoch in
the nation’s English language education landscape.

Reported by the APSPBI Secretariat. For further details on
collaboration schemes and institutional updates, please
visit apspbi.or.id.
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