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Preserving
Local Identity
While Teaching
Global English

In recent years, English has become more
than just a foreign language. It has become
the language of international
communication, higher education,
business, science, technology, and
increasingly, artificial intelligence. Across
the world, millions of students dedicate
years to mastering English because they
recognize the opportunities it can provide.
In Uzbekistan, as in many other countries,
English proficiency is often associated with
academic achievement, career
advancement, and participation in the
global community.

As an English teacher in Uzbekistan, I have
often encountered a common concern
among students and parents: Will learning
English weaken our national identity? In an
era of globalization, where English
dominates international communication,
education, and technology, this question
deserves serious consideration. From my
perspective, the answer is clear: learning
English should strengthen, not replace, our
cultural identity. The challenge lies not in
the language itself but in how we teach it.

Yet amid this growing enthusiasm for
English, an important question continues to
emerge: Can we embrace a global language
without losing our local identity?

As an English language educator,
researcher, and university lecturer, I have
encountered this concern on numerous
occasions. Students sometimes wonder
whether learning English means becoming
culturally “Westernized.” Parents
occasionally express fears that increased
exposure to English-language media may
weaken traditional values. Even educators
may find themselves navigating the delicate
balance between preparing students for
global communication and preserving
cultural heritage. One memorable example
comes from my own classroom. During a
discussion on globalization, one student
asked whether speaking English fluently
might eventually distance young people
from Uzbek traditions. This question
sparked a lively debate among the class.
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Can we embrace a global
language without losing our
local identity?

Interestingly, most students concluded that learning English does not
change who they are; rather, it gives them an opportunity to explain their
culture to people from different countries. Experiences such as this have
convinced me that English language education can strengthen cultural
awareness when it is taught thoughtfully. From my perspective, this
concern is understandable but ultimately misplaced. The issue is not the
English language itself. Rather, the challenge lies in how we teach it and
how we position it within our educational systems. English should not be
viewed as a replacement for local languages and cultures. Instead, it
should serve as a bridge that allows learners to share their identities,
experiences, and cultural traditions with the wider world.

Historically, English language teaching was strongly connected to the
cultures of native English-speaking countries. Textbooks frequently
focused on life in London, New York, Sydney, or Toronto. Students learned
about British traditions, American holidays, and cultural practices that
often seemed distant from their own realities. Today, however, the global
role of English has changed dramatically. English is no longer used
exclusively by native speakers. In fact, most interactions in English now
occur between individuals whose first language is not English. A
businessperson from Uzbekistan may communicate with colleagues in
Indonesia, Tiirkiye, Germany, or South Korea using English as a shared
language. Researchers collaborate internationally through English-
language publications, while students participate in virtual exchanges
with peers from around the world.

This reality requires us to rethink traditional approaches to language
teaching. If English is a global means of communication, then English
classrooms should not focus exclusively on the cultures of native English-
speaking countries. They should also provide opportunities for learners to
explore and express their own cultural identities. Culture is not merely a
collection of customs, celebrations, or historical facts. It shapes how
people think, communicate, interpret experiences, and understand the
world around them. Language and culture are deeply interconnected, and
meaningful communication requires awareness of both. When students
are encouraged to discuss their own traditions, values, literature, and
social practices in English, they develop more than language skills. They
gain confidence in their ability to represent themselves and their
communities in international contexts. They learn that English is not only
a tool for accessing global knowledge but also a medium through which
they can share local knowledge.
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Teachers can support this
process through practical
classroom strategies

Incorporating local cultural themes into speaking and writing tasks. Using project-based learning that explores cultural traditions and contemporary social
issues. Encouraging students to present aspects of their culture in English. Integrating local literature alongside international texts. Facilitating discussions
about cultural diversity, identity, and globalization. Promoting respectful dialogue and intercultural understanding. Such approaches make language learning
more meaningful while helping students develop essential twenty-first-century skills.

The rapid development of artificial intelligence has introduced new opportunities and challenges for language education. AI-powered tools provide learners
with unprecedented access to information, language practice, and educational resources. Students can communicate across borders, receive instant
feedback, and engage with authentic content from around the world. At the same time, educators must remain aware of the cultural implications of these
technologies. Much of the digital content available online is produced within dominant linguistic and cultural frameworks. Without careful guidance, learners
may encounter limited representations of cultural diversity.

il

I,

In Uzbekistan, for example, students can discuss national holidays,
traditional family values, historical figures, architecture, cuisine, and
literature in English. They can explain the significance of Navruz,
describe the cultural heritage of Samarkand and Bukhara, or introduce
the works of prominent Uzbek writers to international audiences. Such
activities transform English from a foreign subject into a means of
cultural exchange. For instance, in one university project, my students
prepared presentations in  English about Navruz celebrations,
traditional Uzbek cuisine, and historical monuments of Samarkand.
The task required them not only to practice English but also to
research and reflect upon their own cultural heritage. Many students
reported feeling proud to introduce aspects of Uzbek culture to an
international audience.

Moreover, learners who possess a strong sense of cultural identity are
often better equipped to engage respectfully with cultural diversity.
Understanding one’s own culture creates a foundation for appreciating
and understanding others. The responsibilities of English teachers
extend beyond teaching grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation. In
today’s interconnected world, educators increasingly serve as cultural
mediators who help students navigate diverse perspectives and
intercultural interactions. This does not mean avoiding global topics or
limiting exposure to other cultures. On the contrary, students should
learn about different societies and worldviews. However, cultural
learning should be reciprocal rather than one-directional. Students
should compare cultures, identify similarities and differences, and
reflect critically on their own experiences.

This is why English teachers have an increasingly important role in
promoting cultural inclusivity within digital learning environments.
Students should be encouraged not only to consume global content
but also to create content that reflects their own communities,
experiences, and perspectives. By doing so, they become active
contributors to global conversations rather than passive recipients of
information. Technology should amplify cultural diversity, not diminish
it. Artificial intelligence can support this goal when used responsibly.
Teachers can encourage students to use Al tools to create English-
language content about local traditions, folklore, literature, and cultural
practices. In this way, technology becomes a platform for sharing local
perspectives with global audiences rather than merely consuming
information produced elsewhere.
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ENGLISH AS A
GLOBAL
LANGUAGE

One of the primary goals of modern education is
preparing students for global citizenship. However,
global citizenship should not be confused with
cultural uniformity. Becoming a global citizen does
not require abandoning local traditions, languages,
or identities. In fact, meaningful global engagement
depends upon cultural diversity. The world becomes
richer when individuals contribute unique
perspectives shaped by their histories, languages,
and communities. English serves its most valuable
function when it enables these diverse voices to
communicate with one another. Educational
institutions therefore face a dual responsibility. They
must equip students with the linguistic
competencies necessary for international
communication while simultaneously nurturing
respect for local cultures and identities. These
objectives are not contradictory. Rather, they
reinforce one another. Students who understand
who they are and where they come from are often
more  confident, adaptable, and effective
communicators in multicultural settings.
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As English continues to expand its global influence, educators
must move beyond outdated debates that position English
and local culture as opposing forces. The future of English
language teaching should be built upon integration rather
than replacement, dialogue rather than assimilation, and
intercultural competence rather than cultural conformity. For
countries like Uzbekistan, where cultural heritage remains a
source of national pride and identity, this balance is
particularly important. English should empower students to
participate in international academic, professional, and social
networks while remaining deeply connected to their linguistic
and cultural roots. Ultimately, the question is not whether we
should teach English or preserve local identity. The future of
English language teaching does not lie in choosing between
global communication and local identity. Rather, it lies in
helping learners connect the two. English should enable
students to participate confidently in international academic,
professional, and social communities while remaining proud of
their cultural roots.

When learners can share their traditions,
values, and perspectives through English,
they become more than language users—
they become ambassadors of their
culture. In this way, English serves not as a
force of cultural replacement but as a
bridge between communities, allowing
diverse voices to be heard and understood
across the world.

e Crystal, D. (2003). English as a Global Language (2nd ed.). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

e Jenkins, J. (2015). Global Englishes: A Resource Book for Students (3rd ed.). London: Routledge.

e Kirkpatrick, A. (2020). English as an International Language in Asia: Implications for Language Education. Cham: Springer.

e UNESCO. (2024). Global Education Monitoring Report: Education and Cultural Diversity. Paris: UNESCO.

e Byram, M. (2021). Teaching and Assessing Intercultural Communicative Competence. Bristol: Multilingual Matters.

e U.U.Jumanazarov, L.T.Abdullayeva, N.M.Suleymanova, Amonov A. Developing Intercultural Communication. Samargand
davlat chet tillar institutining taxrir nashriyoti, 2025.-182 b. O‘quv qo‘llanma.

36

apspbi.or.id

Edition 1.VII-2026


https://apspbi.or.id/index.php/category/opinionandideas/

	Preserving Local Identity While Teaching Global English
	apspbi.or.id
	June 4, 2026 - Opinion and Ideas

	Teachers can support this process through practical classroom strategies
	Incorporating local cultural themes into speaking and writing tasks. Using project-based learning that explores cultural traditions and contemporary social issues. Encouraging students to present aspects of their culture in English. Integrating local literature alongside international texts. Facilitating discussions about cultural diversity, identity, and globalization. Promoting respectful dialogue and intercultural understanding. Such approaches make language learning more meaningful while helping students develop essential twenty-first-century skills.  The rapid development of artificial intelligence has introduced new opportunities and challenges for language education. AI-powered tools provide learners with unprecedented access to information, language practice, and educational resources. Students can communicate across borders, receive instant feedback, and engage with authentic content from around the world. At the same time, educators must remain aware of the cultural implications of these technologies. Much of the digital content available online is produced within dominant linguistic and cultural frameworks. Without careful guidance, learners may encounter limited representations of cultural diversity.
	In Uzbekistan, for example, students can discuss national holidays, traditional family values, historical figures, architecture, cuisine, and literature in English. They can explain the significance of Navruz, describe the cultural heritage of Samarkand and Bukhara, or introduce the works of prominent Uzbek writers to international audiences. Such activities transform English from a foreign subject into a means of cultural exchange. For instance, in one university project, my students prepared presentations in English about Navruz celebrations, traditional Uzbek cuisine, and historical monuments of Samarkand. The task required them not only to practice English but also to research and reflect upon their own cultural heritage. Many students reported feeling proud to introduce aspects of Uzbek culture to an international audience.
	Moreover, learners who possess a strong sense of cultural identity are often better equipped to engage respectfully with cultural diversity. Understanding one’s own culture creates a foundation for appreciating and understanding others. The responsibilities of English teachers extend beyond teaching grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation. In today’s interconnected world, educators increasingly serve as cultural mediators who help students navigate diverse perspectives and intercultural interactions. This does not mean avoiding global topics or limiting exposure to other cultures. On the contrary, students should learn about different societies and worldviews. However, cultural learning should be reciprocal rather than one-directional. Students should compare cultures, identify similarities and differences, and reflect critically on their own experiences.
	This is why English teachers have an increasingly important role in promoting cultural inclusivity within digital learning environments. Students should be encouraged not only to consume global content but also to create content that reflects their own communities, experiences, and perspectives. By doing so, they become active contributors to global conversations rather than passive recipients of information. Technology should amplify cultural diversity, not diminish it. Artificial intelligence can support this goal when used responsibly. Teachers can encourage students to use AI tools to create English-language content about local traditions, folklore, literature, and cultural practices. In this way, technology becomes a platform for sharing local perspectives with global audiences rather than merely consuming information produced elsewhere.
	June 4, 2026 - Opinion and Ideas

	English as a global language
	One of the primary goals of modern education is preparing students for global citizenship. However, global citizenship should not be confused with cultural uniformity. Becoming a global citizen does not require abandoning local traditions, languages, or identities. In fact, meaningful global engagement depends upon cultural diversity. The world becomes richer when individuals contribute unique perspectives shaped by their histories, languages, and communities. English serves its most valuable function when it enables these diverse voices to communicate with one another. Educational institutions therefore face a dual responsibility. They must equip students with the linguistic competencies necessary for international communication while simultaneously nurturing respect for local cultures and identities. These objectives are not contradictory. Rather, they reinforce one another. Students who understand who they are and where they come from are often more confident, adaptable, and effective communicators in multicultural settings.
	When learners can share their traditions, values, and perspectives through English, they become more than language users—they become ambassadors of their culture. In this way, English serves not as a force of cultural replacement but as a bridge between communities, allowing diverse voices to be heard and understood across the world.
	References



