( apspbi.or.id June 9, 2026 Opinion and Ideas

Edition 1.VII-2026

Beyond Words:

Literacy as the B d

Heart of English On
_Language Teaching O r CB

.. o [
in the Digital Age
English Language Teaching, commonly known as ELT, is often understood as the process of

teaching grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Many
people still believe that learning English mainly means memorizing grammatical rules, learning
new words, practicing pronunciation, and developing the ability to speak fluently. Although
these aspects are important, they are not enough to describe the broader purpose of English

languoge education. In the context of modern education, ELT should not only focus on
language forms and communication skills, but also on literacy. Literacy dllows students to
read, understand, interpret, evaluate, and produce texts in English. Therefore, English language
instruction should help learners become not only accurate users of English, but also critical,
creative, and confident users of the language.

Literacy in ELT has a wide
meaning. It is not limited to the
ability to read and write simple
sentences. Literacy includes the
ability to understand written,
spoken, visual, and digital texts.
Students need to know how to
find information, analyze meaning,
identify the writer's purpose,
distinguish facts from opinions,
and respond appropriately  to
different kinds of texts. In this
sense, literacy is closely related to
thinking. When students read a
text, they do not only receive
information passively. They also
process ideas, connect them with
prior knowledge, question the
information, and form their own
understanding. This shows that
literacy is an essential part of
language learning because
longuage itself is a tool for
thinking and communication.
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Since language is used to express ideas, construct knowledge, and
interact with others, English language teaching should place more
emphasis on literacy development. Students who learn English need more
than the ability to answer grammar exercises or memorize vocabulary
lists. They need to understand how English is used in real contexts, such
as academic articles, news reports, social media posts, advertisements,
stories, essays, emails, and workplace documents. Through literacy-based
ELT, students learn how texts are organized, how meanings are created,
and how language choices can influence readers. This helps them
become more aware of the power of language in everyday life.

One important reason why literacy should be central in ELT is that it
improves students’ reading comprehension. Reading is not simply
pronouncing words correctly or translating sentences word by word.
Reading involves understanding the main idea, identifying supporting
details, making inferences, and evaluating the message of the text. In
many English classrooms, students sometimes read texts only to
answer simple comprehension questions. However, literacy-based
instruction encourages students to go beyond basic understanding.
They are guided to ask deeper questions, such as: What is the
purpose of this text? Who is the intended audience? What evidence
does the writer use? Is the information reliable? What values or
perspectives are represented in the text? These questions train
students to become critical readers.

In addition to reading, literacy also strengthens students’ writing ability.
Writing is one of the most challenging skills in learning English because it
requires students to organize ideas, choose appropriate vocabulary,
apply grammar correctly, and use suitable text structures. Through
literacy-based ELT, students are introduced to different genres of
writing, such as descriptive texts, narrative texts, argumentative essays,
reports, summaries, and reflective writing. They learn that each text has
its own purpose, structure, and language features. For example, an
argumentative essay requires a clear thesis statement, logical arguments,
evidence, and a conclusion. Meanwhile, a narrative text requires
characters, setting, conflict, and resolution. By understanding these
patterns, students can produce texts that are clearer, more organized,
and more meaningful.

Furthermore, literacy-based ELT can help students become confident
writers. Many students are afraid of writing in English because they worry
about making grammatical mistakes. As a result, they may avoid
expressing their ideas. A literacy-oriented approach does not ignore
grammar, but it places grammar within  meaningful communication.
Grammar is taught as a tool to express ideas effectively, not merely as a
set of rules to memorize. When students understand that writing is a
process, they become more wiling to plan, draft, revise, and improve
their texts. They learn that good writing does not happen instantly. It
develops through practice, feedback, and reflection.
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Another significant benefit of literacy in ELT is the
development of critical thinking. In the modern world,
students are surrounded by a large amount of information.
They can easily access English-language content through
websites, social media, online learning platforms, videos,
blogs, and digital news. However, not all information is
accurate, balanced, or reliable. Students need literacy skills
to evaluate the information they encounter. They must be
able to recognize bias, identify misleading claims, check
sources, and compare different perspectives. Without
strong literacy skills, students may simply accept
information without questioning it. Therefore, literacy-based
English instruction is important for preparing students to
become thoughtful and responsible members of society.
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The digital age

The digital age has made literacy even
more important. Today, English is widely
used on the internet, in technology, and in
global communication. Students often
encounter English when they use social
media, play online games, watch videos,
read tutorials, join online courses, or
communicate with people from different
countries. This means that English is no
longer only a school subject. It has become
part of students’ daily lives. Because of
this, ELT should prepare students to use
English effectively in digital
environments. Digital literacy should be
integrated into English language teaching
so that students can understand online
texts, communicate appropriately in
digital spaces, and create responsible
digital content.

GLOBAL
COMMUNICATION

Digital literacy in ELT

Digital literacy in ELT includes the ability to read multimodal
texts. A text today is not always made up of written words only.
It may include images, sounds, videos, hyperlinks, symbols,
emojis, and visual designs. For example, a social media post
may combine a short caption, an image, hashtags, and
comments. A video may include spoken language, subtitles,
music, and visual messages. Students need to understand how
these different elements work together to create meaning. By
developing digital literacy, students can become more effective
readers and creators of modern texts.

Moreover, literacy-based ELT is useful for academic purposes.
Many students need English to access academic knowledge,
read textbooks, understand research articles, write assignments,
and participate in educational discussions. In higher education,
English is often used as a language of science, technology, and
international scholarship. Students with strong English literacy
skills have greater opportunities to learn from global sources.
They can read academic materials, write papers, prepare
presentations, and engage with international ideas. Therefore,
ELT should support students in developing academic literacy,
including summarizing, paraphrasing, citing sources,
presenting arguments, and writing coherent academic texts.
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Literacy also supports students’ future professional lives. In the workplace,
English is often used for emails, reports, business communication, presentations,
manuals, and professional networking. Employees may need to read instructions,
write formal messages, prepare proposals, or communicate with international
partners. Students who have strong literacy skills will be better prepared for these
professional demands. They will not only be able to speak English, but also use
English appropriately in formal and professional contexts. This makes literacy an
important investment for students’ future careers.

In social contexts, literacy helps students communicate more respectfully and
effectively. When students understand how language works in different
situations, they can choose appropriate expressions depending on the context,
audience, and purpose. For example, the language used in a formal email is
different from the language used in a casual chat. The language used in an
academic discussion is different from the language used in a social media
comment. Literacy enables students to recognize these differences and adapt
their language use. This is important because communication is not only about
correctness, but also about appropriateness.

Teachers play a central role in promoting literacy-based ELT. English teachers
should design learning activities that encourage students to read, discuss,
analyze, and produce various kinds of texts. For example, teachers can ask
students to compare two articles on the same topic, identify the main arguments,
evaluate the credibility of sources, and write a response. Teachers can also use
authentic materials such as news articles, short stories, advertisements, podcasts,
videos, and online posts. These materials expose students to real English use and
help them connect classroom learning with real-world communication.

Classroom activities should also support interaction and collaboration. Literacy
does not develop only through individual reading and writing. Students can
improve their understanding by discussing texts with classmates, sharing
opinions, asking questions, and giving feedback. Group discussions, peer review,
project-based learning, and presentations can make literacy learning more active
and meaningful. Through these activities, students learn to express their ideas,
listen to different perspectives, and build knowledge together.

Assessment in ELT should also reflect the importance of literacy. Traditional tests
that only measure grammar and vocabulary may not fully show students’ ability to
use English meaningfully. Teachers should include assessments that require
students to read critically, write clearly, and communicate ideas effectively. For
example, students can be assessed through essays, portfolios, reading responses,
projects, presentations, and reflective journals. These forms of assessment give
students opportunities to demonstrate deeper understanding and language use.

English Language

Teaching

However, implementing literacy-based ELT may also bring challenges. Some
students may have limited vocabulary, low reading motivation, or difficulty
understanding complex texts. Some teachers may also face limited time, large
classes, or lack of teaching resources. To overcome these challenges, literacy
instruction should be introduced gradually. Teachers can start with simple texts
and move toward more complex ones. They can provide vocabulary support,
guiding questions, examples, and feedback. Most importantly, teachers should
create a classroom atmosphere where students feel safe to read, write, ask
questions, and make mistakes.

In conclusion, English Language Teaching should not be limited to teaching grammar, vocabulary,
pronunciation, and speaking skills. Although these components are necessary, they should be
integrated into a broader literacy framework. Literacy helps students read critically, write effectively,
think deeply, and communicate appropriately. In the digital age, literacy is even more important
because students are constantly exposed to English-language content through the internet, social
media, and online learning platforms. By emphasizing literacy, ELT can prepare students to use English
not only in the classroom, but also in academic, professional, social, and digital contexts. Therefore,
literacy should be considered the heart of English language teaching because it transforms students
from simple language learners into active readers, thoughtful thinkers, and confident communicators.
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